
 
 

Subject/Grade: Gr. 8 Arts Education     Teacher: Payton Kuster 
Lesson Title: Intro to Music- Judging For The Voice – Analyzing Singing Ability  

Intro: This lesson is designed to introduce students to understanding the various elements of music. Through 
the lesson they will engage in learning and focusing on specific parts of music and sound composition. They 
will also have the opportunity to justify how they understand music and sound. 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
CP8.8: Investigate and make choices about musical structures in sound composition. 
B. Critically examine the connections between the elements of music and principles of composition 
in own compositions and other music. 
C. Demonstrate knowledge of how the elements and principles are used to create form and 
structure in music. 

Modified indicator: 
 
- Examine elements of music and principals 
of composition in music 
- Show how these elements are used to 
create form and structure in music 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
- I understand what elements of music are 
- I understand what principals of composition 
are 
- I can find and analyze specific elements of 
music when listening to songs 
- I understand and can determine when form 
and structure are present in music 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- What are some elements of music? 
 
- What are principals of composition? 
 
- How can one analyze certain elements of a song? 
 
- How can one determine when form and structure 
are present in music? 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

- Copy down definitions into music notebooks 
- Engaging and focused during the The Voice assignment 
- Completed The Voice assignment sheet 
 

 
 



 
Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):       Time: 10 min 
- Discuss and introduce elements of music to class, have 
them copy down the following terms: 
1. Pitch – describes highness or lowness of musical sound 
2. Rhythm – the beat and tempo of the musical sound 
3. Melody – a sequence of single notes that is musically  

satisfying   
4. Harmony – the combination of simultaneously sounded 

musical notes 
5. Tone – a musical or vocal sound with reference to its 

pitch, quality, and strength   
 
Development:                                              Time: 45 min 
- Handout The Voice assignment sheet (attached below)  
- Explain to students they will be acting as the judges for the 
upcoming auditions for The Voice 
- They must complete each section for every audition, and 
give reasoning for their score selection  
- Play each of the voice auditions (links attached below) and 
have the students individually judge them and fill out their 
assignment sheet. Be sure to give time in between each clip 
to allow students to fill out the judges sheet 

The Voice Video Performances to Watch in Class  
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHR4oOIcVZo 
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEwZB7951uc 
3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwI32Si0ipE 
4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1a3hSx079Q 
5. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yw64uR7FktM 

 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 5 min 
- Students will hand in The Voice assignment sheet for 
assessment. They will be marked on the explanations/ 
reasoning they gave for their overall mark of each 
performance 

Materials/Equipment: 
- Pen, paper, whiteboard, 
whiteboard markers, 
computer/projector 
 
Management Strategies: 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are watching each 
performance and judging them; 
ensuring everyone is focused and 
on task and participating to the best 
of their abilities; making sure 
students are respecting their 
classmates 
 
Safety Considerations: 
- Self, peer, and space awareness 
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- I could provide students with 
definitions rather than have them 
copy it down 
- have students select their own 5 
performances to watch and analyze 
 
Resources:  
http://www.wmich.edu/mus-
gened/mus150/Ch1-elements.pdf - 
Elements of music explanation/ 
definitions  
 
 

Stage 4: Reflection 

**Completed after the lesson** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Name:_______________________________                                          Date:________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations! You have been selected to be one of the guest judges on today’s auditions 
for The Voice! To successfully be judge and determine which performer has the best musical 
talent, you must fully complete and assign a mark for each section, and give an explanation 
stating why you gave each performer the final mark that you did. Thank you for being one of 
our valuable judges, and we look forward to seeing who you select as the best performer! 

 
SA – Strongly Agree                          A – Agree                                       NS – Not Sure    
                                     D – Disagree                   SD – Strongly Disagree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Performer #1: 
Please circle what you think best describes the performance in each category below: 
 

 
The singers pitch matches                SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 

 
 

The singers rhythm matches             SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 
 

 
The performers stage presence         SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
was satisfying 

 
 

The singer has a strong tone            SA                    A                 NS               D              SD 
that matches the beat: 

 
Overall Score Out of 10:    

 
Reasoning For Score: 

 
 

 

The Best Performer You Selected Is: 



 
Performer #2: 
Please circle what you think best describes the performance in each category below: 
 

 
The singers pitch matches                SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 

 
 

The singers rhythm matches             SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 
 

 
The performers stage presence         SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
was satisfying 

 
 

The singer has a strong tone            SA                    A                 NS               D              SD 
that matches the beat: 

 
Overall Score Out of 10:    

 
Reasoning For Score: 

 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
          Performer #3: 

Please circle what you think best describes the performance in each category below: 
 

 
The singers pitch matches                SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 

 
 

The singers rhythm matches             SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 
 

 
The performers stage presence         SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
was satisfying 

 
 

The singer has a strong tone            SA                    A                 NS               D              SD 
that matches the beat: 

 
Overall Score Out of 10:    

 
Reasoning For Score: 

 
 
 



 
Performer #4: 
Please circle what you think best describes the performance in each category below: 
 

 
The singers pitch matches                SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 

 
 

The singers rhythm matches             SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 
 

 
The performers stage presence         SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
was satisfying 

 
 

The singer has a strong tone            SA                    A                 NS               D              SD 
that matches the beat: 

 
Overall Score Out of 10:    

 
Reasoning For Score: 

 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
          Performer #5: 

Please circle what you think best describes the performance in each category below: 
 

 
The singers pitch matches                SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 

 
 

The singers rhythm matches             SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
the beat of the song 
 

 
The performers stage presence         SA                    A                 NS               D                SD 
was satisfying 

 
 

The singer has a strong tone            SA                    A                 NS               D              SD 
that matches the beat: 

 
Overall Score Out of 10:    

 
Reasoning For Score: 

 
 


