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Subject/Grade: Social Studies Gr.5        Lesson #1: Canada’s Renewable Resources    
Teacher: Philip Mortley & Payton Kuster 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
 
RW5. 1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to Canada’s future. 
A. Differentiate between renewable resources (e.g., forests, fish, water) and non-renewable 
resources (e.g., oil, minerals). 

Modified indicator:  
 
- Explain what a renewable resource is 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
- I can understand what a resource is. 
- I can list renewable recourses that are found 
in Canada. 
- I can write about what they are used for. 
- I can begin to understand that not all 
resources in Canada are renewable. 

Essential Questions: 
 
- What is a resource? 
 
- What are some renewable resources found in 
Canada? 
 
- What are these resources used for? 
 
- Is every resource in Canada renewable? 
 
 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
• Contribution to group discussions and brainstorming  
• Reflection on the questions discussed during development: list five renewable resources that 

they think are in Canada; list in there journals what they think the renewable resources would 
be used for. 

 



Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning): Time: 20min 
- Start lesson with a KWL chart on the board to brainstorm 
the topic of resources and to determine what students 
already know about the topic. 
- After divide students into pairs. (Demonstrate activity before 
sending into pairs) 
- Give each pair a piece of chart paper and markers. 
- Have students divide their papers into two columns. 
- In the first column have them write out everything they have 
used so far today. 
- Once that is completed, have them list the sources of each 
object in the second column. 
- After groups are finished have students discuss their 
findings. 
 
Development:                                          Time: 20 mins 
- Using the charts as an example, discuss as a class the term 
“resource”. 
Resource – A supply of something that meets a need or is 
useful to us. 
-Allow students to write in journals for ten minutes. 
- Have them list five items that they think are renewable 
resources found in Canada. 
- Ask them to write what they would be used for. 
 
Learning Closure:                                   Time: 20 mins  
- Discuss as a class their journal entries. 
- Is every resource found in Canada a renewable resource? 
- Give examples of Canadian renewable resources (fish, 
water, and trees) 
                                  

Materials/Equipment: 
- Chart paper, Markers, Journal  
 
Management Strategies: 
- Set chart paper out  
- Set markers out 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
leading discussion points, and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities during 
the game 
 
Safety Considerations: 
- Space awareness 
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Students who do not feel 
comfortable with writing in the 
group and journal activity can 
choose another activity where they 
would select pictures of Canadian 
renewable resources.  
 
Additional 
Resources/References: 
- Lesson adapted from J. Turbuck 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Lesson 1: Additional Teacher Reference / Background Information 
Sheet 

 
- Renewable resources are resources that are replenished by the 

environment over relatively short time lengths. These resources are much 
more desirable to use because often they regenerate by the time you've 
used the resource up (http://study.com/academy/lesson/renewable-non-
renewable-resources-definition-differences.html). Examples of Canadian 
renewable resources include fish, trees, wheat, cows, pigs, wind, water, 
and ocean energy.  

- In the lesson activities students will be encouraged to answer questions 
about Canadian renewable resources. Through this writing component the 
interdisciplinary connection will be made to language arts. 

- Students should be able to describe what resources are. However, it is not 
completely necessary that students know what resources are as they will 
find out through this lesson. 

-  
 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Name:_________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date:	  _____________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
List	  five	  items	  that	  you	  think	  are	  resources.	  
	  

1. _______________________________________________	  
2. _______________________________________________	  
3. _______________________________________________	  
4. _______________________________________________	  
5. _______________________________________________	  

	  
What	  would	  you	  use	  one	  of	  the	  resources	  for?	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________	  
	  

 
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Subject/Grade: Social Studies Gr.5        Lesson #2: Canada’s Renewable and Non- 
Renewable Resources    Teacher: Philip Mortley & Payton Kuster 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
 
RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to Canada’s future. 
A. Differentiate between renewable resources (e.g., forests, fish, water) and non-renewable 
resources (e.g., oil, minerals). 

Modified indicator:  
 
- Explain the difference between renewable 
and non-renewable resources. 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
- I can list what renewable and non-
renewable resources are. 
- I can list five renewable resources in 
Canada. 
- I can list five non-renewable resources in 
Canada. 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- What is a renewable resource? 
 
- What is a non-renewable resource? 
 
- What are five renewable recourses that are found 
in Canada? 
 
- What are five non-renewable recourses that are 
found in Canada? 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

• Contribution to group discussions and brainstorming  
• Reflection on the questions discussed during development  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 20 min 
- Draw a line down the center of the chalkboard. 
- On one side place Canadian renewable resource cards and 
on the other side place Canadian non-renewable resource 
cards (place the cards on the board one at a time.) 
- Have the students “guess” the concept: renewable 
resources and non-renewable resources.  
- Once they have figured out the two headings, have the 
students, as a class, create a definition for each term.  
- Write the definition in the appropriate column 
- Hand-out different renewable/non-renewable resource cards 
to each student 
- Have the students come forward and place the cards under 
the appropriate heading.  
- Discuss  
 
Development:                                              Time: 20 min 
- Have the students complete the web game at the following 
website: Science Museum Renewable and Non-Renewable 
Resources: 
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/energy/site/EIZGame4.as
p  
- Discuss their findings as a class. 
- Have students answer the following questions in their 
science journals: 
What are renewable and non-renewable resources? 
- List five examples of renewable resources found in Canada. 
- List five examples of non-renewable resources found in 
Canada. 
 
Learning Closure:                                   Time: 20min    
- Have the students look around the classroom and decide 
whether certain products are made from a renewable or non-
renewable resource. 

Materials/Equipment: 
- Renewable and non-renewable 
cards, Computer/Projector, Journal 
 
Management Strategies: 
- Construct the renewable and non-
renewable cards 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
leading discussion points, and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities during 
the game 
 
Safety Considerations: 
Space Awareness 
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Students who do not feel 
comfortable with the journal activity 
can discuss their finding verbally 
based on what they found during 
the opening exercise and web 
game. 
 
Additional 
Resources/References: 
- Lesson adapted from J. Turbuck 
 
 



Lesson 2: Additional Teacher Reference / Background Information 
Sheet 

 
- Renewable resources are resources that are replenished by the 

environment over relatively short time lengths. These resources are much 
more desirable to use because often they regenerate by the time you've 
used the resource up (http://study.com/academy/lesson/renewable-non-
renewable-resources-definition-differences.html).  

- Examples of Canadian renewable resources include fish, trees, wheat, 
cows, pigs, wind, water, and ocean energy.  

- Non- Renewable resources are resources of economic value that cannot 
be readily replaced by natural means on a level equal to its consumption. 
Most fossil fuels, such as oil, natural gas and coal are considered 
nonrenewable resources since their use is not sustainable because their 
formation takes billions of years 
(http://www.investopedia.com/terms/n/nonrenewableresource.asp). 

- Examples Canadian non-renewable resources include oil, natural gas, and 
coal. 

- In the journal entries students will be encouraged to answer questions 
about renewable and non-renewable resources found in Canada. Through 
this writing component the interdisciplinary connection will be made to 
language arts. 

- Students should be able describe and give examples of renewable 
resources found in Canada as well as have some knowledge of what non-
renewable resources are. 

 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
Name:_______________________________	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date:____________________	  
	   	  
	  
	  
What	  are	  renewable	  and	  non-‐renewable	  resources?	  
	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
List	  five	  examples	  of	  a	  renewable	  resource.	  
	  

1. ____________________________	  
2. ____________________________	  
3. ____________________________	  
4. ____________________________	  
5. ____________________________	  

	  
List	  five	  examples	  of	  a	  non-‐renewable	  resource.	  
	  

1. ____________________________	  
2. ____________________________	  
3. ____________________________	  
4. ____________________________	  
5. ____________________________	  

	  
	  
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Cards	  Used	  for	  Lesson	  2	  Set:	  Renewable	  and	  Non-‐Renewable	  Resources	  game	  
	  
****ALSO	  USED	  FOR	  ENERGY	  AND	  GOODS	  GAME	  IN	  LESSON	  3****	  
	  
**They	  would	  be	  printed	  out	  larger	  and	  laminated,	  so	  students	  could	  use	  them	  
efficiently**	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Subject/Grade: Social Studies Gr.5    Lesson #3: Resources Used In Canada 
Teacher: Philip Mortley & Payton Kuster 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
 
RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to Canada’s future.  
A. Differentiate between renewable resources (e.g., forests, fish, water) and non-renewable 
resources (e.g., oil, minerals). 
E. Give examples of policies and actions that contribute to sustainability (e.g., water conservation, 
informed decisions by consumers, reusing materials). 
 
Modified indicator: 
 
- Know the differences between renewable 
and non-renewable resources 
- List ways you can contribute to sustainability  
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
- I understand what Canadian resources are 
- I understand what sustainability is 
- I understand what Canadian resources used 
for goods are 
- I understand what Canadian resources used 
for energy are 
- I can distinguish between Canadian 
resources used for goods and Canadian 
resources used for energy 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- What are the differences between renewable and 
non-renewable resources 
 
- How can students contribute to sustainability? 
 
- What are similarities and differences between 
Canadian resources used for goods and Canadian 
resources used for energy? 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

• Contribution to group discussion and brainstorming  
• Are engaged within the energy/goods card activity and assignment sheet meditation 

exercise   
• Complete reflection questions at the end of the lesson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 10 min 
- Handout Resources Used in Canada work sheet (attached 
below) and direct students attention to part 1 
- Have students copy down the definitions for Energy (in 
scientific terms, it is the ability to do work. There are many 
sources of energy, or materials, that give a person or a 
machine energy so it can do work) and Goods (in terms of 
industry and natural resources, goods are basically things. 
For example: computers, running shoes, and paper are all 
goods and are made from resources) on their work sheets 
- Hand out an energy or goods example card to each student. 
(Cards are examples of energy or goods found in Canada) 
- Create a two column chart on the white board, one titles 
Goods and one titled Energy 
- Have the students guess based on the definitions where 
each card belongs, and place the card under the 
corresponding titles  
Development:                                              Time: 45 min 
- Go through each of the energy/goods cards on the 
whiteboard as a class, making sure they are in the right 
category and elaborate further on each one. 
- Next, have students look at part 2 of their assignment sheet 
- Explain to the students they are going to watch 4 video 
clips on each of the resources in part 2, and will be given 
roughly 3 minutes in between each video clip to record two 
pieces of new facts that they learned, or two points of 
information they found interesting 
Video 1: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av24fEMhDoU 
Video 2: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABv631t1OKI 
Video 3: 
-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5-hzJrW2n0 
Video 4: 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZ_cvu9Fts 
- Have students complete the following online quiz as a fun 
way to test and reflect on their resource knowledge 
http://meetthegreens.pbskids.org/episode5/energy-quiz.html 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 5 min 
- Exit Slip: complete part 3 of their assignment sheet 
(reflection questions), put it in their social binder, and hand it 
in for assessment 
	  

Materials/Equipment: 
- pen/pencil, journal, computer/ 
projector, energy and goods cards 
 
Management Strategies: 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
leading discussion points, and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities during 
the completion of the assignment 
sheet  
 
Safety Considerations: 
- Space awareness  
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Based on some students writing 
level I may need to assist them in 
completing their assignment sheet 
or allow them to discuss their 
findings verbally based on what 
they found during the opening 
exercise and web quiz. 
 
Additional 
Resources/References: 
- Lesson adapted from J. Turbuck 
 



Lesson 3: Additional Teacher Reference / Background Information 
Sheet 
 
- Students by now should be able describe and give example of 
renewable and non-renewable resources found in Canada.  
-Lesson addresses content about environment by discussing the uses of 
resources found in the environment around Canada. 
-Through this lesson plan students will be able to distinguish between 
resources used for good and resources used for power, which will help 
them discuss how to look after Canada’s natural resources in lessons 4 
and 5. 
- Energy is a property of objects which can be transferred to other objects 
or converted into different forms, but cannot be created or destroyed 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy). 
- Goods are material that satisfies human wants and provides utility, for 
example, to a consumer making a purchase 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_%28economics%29). 
-Resources used for energy that are found in Canada include coal oil, 
wind, solar, and solar energy. 
-Resources used for goods that are found in Canada include plastic, 
metal, fish, and water. 
- In the journal entry’s students will be encouraged to answer questions 
about resources used for goods and resources used for energy. Through 
this writing component the interdisciplinary connection will be made to 
language arts. 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Name:_____________________        Date:_________________________ 
 

Resources Used In Canada Assignment Sheet 
 

Part 1: Copy down the definitions for the following terms: 
 
Energy –  
 
 
 

 
 
Goods –  
 
 
 
 

 
Part 2:  After watching each video clip, record two pieces of new facts that 
you learned, or      
             two points of information that you found interesting (this may be 
written in point form). 

 
1. Solar Energy 

 
 
 

 
2. Hydro Energy 
 

 
 
 
3. Geothermal Energy 
 
 

 
 
4. Wind Energy 
 
 
 

 
Part 3: Reflection questions: List 3 resources used to produce goods in 
Canada, and list 3 resources used to produce energy in Canada (this may 
be written in point form).   



Subject/Grade: Social Studies Gr.5    Lesson #4: Human Impact on the Environment 
Teacher: Philip Mortley & Payton Kuster 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
 
RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to Canada’s future.  
B. Create an inventory of current non-sustainable practices (e.g., presence of plastics, packaging, 
dumping of waste into river systems).  
C. List the possible consequences of non-sustainable practices related to the use of resources 
(e.g., lack of resources for future generations, endangered species, climate change). Give 
examples of policies and actions that contribute to sustainability (e.g., water conservation, informed 
decisions by consumers, reusing materials).  
 
Modified indicator: 
- List the numerous ways humans practice 
non-sustainable actions (such as using 
excessive amounts of plastic and water, 
dumping waste into river systems, pollution, 
littering etc.) 
- List the consequences of humans practicing 
non-sustainable actions (ie. Loss of 
ecosystems, climate change, endangered 
species etc.) 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
- I understand ways humans practice non-
sustainable actions 
- I understand the consequences of humans 
practicing non-sustainable actions 
- I can list examples of humans practicing 
non-sustainable actions 
- I can list the consequences of humans 
practicing non-sustainable actions 
- I understand ways I can take action in my 
own to help protect and sustain Canadian 
and other world environments  
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- How can students take action and protect and 
sustain not only Canada’s environment, but also 
different environments within our world?   
 
 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

• Contribution to group discussions and brainstorming  
• Are engaged within Chop Chop Timber game  
• Complete reflection questions following the “The Giving Tree” story reading 
• Complete and fill out their leaves for the closure assignment  



 
 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 20 min 
- Start the lesson with the Chop Chop Timber game! 
Depending on the weather, this game should be played 
outside 
- Have student volunteers play the roles of a lumber jack, 
forest fire, drought, mountain pine beetle, windstorm (all 
students will have name cards that identify their role). 
- Have remaining students stand in various areas of the 
outdoor space and stand as tall trees. Give each student a 
name of a type of tree they represent. As students stand tall, 
briefly explain various factors that affect the trees in a forest. 
- Then start the game!! The teacher will say things like “There 
is an outbreak of mountain pine beetles that kills 5 balsam 
firs”. The mountain pine beetle representative will then walk 
to five trees, and say “CHOP CHOP TIMBER” Those five 
trees will then fall to the ground.  
- Play this game until all trees have fallen to the ground. 
- Replay this game several times so that students have the 
opportunity to play various characters.  
- Discuss with the students what killed most of the trees.  
Discuss human impact on the environment. 
 
Development:                                              Time: 20 min 
- Read to the students “The Giving Tree” 
- Discuss the following questions as a class and have them 
record down answers: 
     - What have they learned about the importance of trees 
and how we take them for granted?  Talk to students about 
how they felt during the book. Did the tree give the man all 
that she could? What did the man give the tree? What do we 
use trees for?  Ask students to think about the giving tree. 
What can we give to the tree? 
 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 20 min 
- Prior to the class, there will be a massive tree set up on one 
of the bulletin boards  
- Handout leaves to each student to cut out. Have the 
students write or draw on the leaves what they will do to help 
the environment and stop pollution  (ie. “green deeds”—
recycle their pop cans, reduce paper use, don’t leave the tap 
running, don’t litter, etc.). 
- Students will then post their leaves on the tree in the room! 
  

Materials/Equipment: 
- pen/pencil, journal, the cards for 
the Chop Chop Timber game, “The 
Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein, 
 
Management Strategies: 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
leading discussion points, and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities during 
the completion of the assignment 
sheet  
 
Safety Considerations: 
- Space awareness  
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Based on some students writing 
level they may need to assistance 
in writing out entries, or we could 
allow them to discuss their findings 
verbally based on what they 
learned during the opening 
exercise and story reading 
- Instead of the teacher reading the 
story, each student could read a 
part of the story out loud  
 
Additional 
Resources/References: 
- Lesson adapted from J. Turbuck 
- “The Giving Tree” Story 
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres
/35C1809B-B30D-450E-AE7C-
1F399C7CA5AF/155278/TheGiving
TreePoem.pdf 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 4: Additional Teacher Reference / Background Information 
Sheet 

 
- Students by now should be able to describe and give examples of 

renewable and non-renewable resources found in Canada. As well 
knowledge about resource use is necessary. Furthermore, students should 
have an idea of how human impact affects resources found in the 
environment. 

- In this lesson students will engage in a number of activities like an outside 
activity, story reading, and journal entry. Through these activities students 
will be guessing, classifying, organizing, recording, and communicating 
which will help them be able to understand ways in which human impact 
affects discussed resources as well as others found in Canada and 
around the world. 

- Students will be able to explain how human impact causes resources 
depletion and environmental harm. Examples of human impact include 
leaving the tap running, lack of recycling, excessive paper use, and 
littering. 

- In this lesson students will be engaging in an outdoor activity, story 
reading and, journal entry that requires them to draw. Through these 
lesson components the interdisciplinary connections will be made to 
language arts, physical education, and fine arts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



The Giving Tree By Shel Silverstein 

Once there was a tree.... 
and she loved a little boy. 

And everyday the boy would come and he would gather her leaves 
and make them into crowns 
and play king of the forest. 

He would climb up her trunk 
and swing from her branches 

and eat apples. 
And they would play hide-and-go-seek. And when he was tired, 

he would sleep in her shade. 
And the boy loved the tree.... 

very much. 
And the tree was happy. 

But time went by. 
And the boy grew older. 

And the tree was often alone. Then one day the boy came to the tree and the 
tree said, "Come, Boy, come and climb up my trunk and swing from my branches 

and eat apples and play in my shade and be happy." 
"I am too big to climb and play" said the boy. 

"I want to buy things and have fun. 
I want some money?" 

"I'm sorry," said the tree, "but I have no money. 
I have only leaves and apples. Take my apples, Boy, and sell them in the city. 

Then you will have money and you will be happy." 

And so the boy climbed up the 
tree and gathered her apples 

and carried them away. 
And the tree was happy. 

But the boy stayed away for a long time.... and the tree was sad. 
And then one day the boy came back and the tree shook with joy 

and she said, "Come, Boy, climb up my trunk and swing from my branches and 
be happy." "I am too busy to climb trees," said the boy. "I want a house to keep 

me warm," he said. "I want a wife and I want children, 
and so I need a house. 

Can you give me a house ?" 
" I have no house," said the tree. 

"The forest is my house, 
but you may cut off my branches and build a house.  

Then you will be happy." 
And so the boy cut off her branches and carried them away to build his house. 

And the tree was happy. 
But the boy stayed away for a long time. And when he came back, 

the tree was so happy 



she could hardly speak. 
"Come, Boy," she whispered, "come and play." 

"I am too old and sad to play," 
said the boy. 

"I want a boat that will take me far away from here. 
Can you give me a boat?" 

"Cut down my trunk 
and make a boat," said the tree.  

"Then you can sail away... and be happy." 
And so the boy cut down her trunk and made a boat and sailed away.  

And the tree was happy 
... but not really. 

And after a long time 
the boy came back again. 

"I am sorry, Boy," 
said the tree," but I have nothing 

left to give you - 
My apples are gone." 

"My teeth are too weak 
for apples," said the boy. 
"My branches are gone," 

said the tree. " You 
cannot swing on them - " 

"I am too old to swing 
on branches," said the boy. 

"My trunk is gone, " said the tree. 
"You cannot climb - " 

"I am too tired to climb" said the boy. 
"I am sorry," sighed the tree. 

"I wish that I could give you something.... but I have nothing left. 
I am just an old stump. 

I am sorry...." 
"I don't need very much now," said the boy. "just a quiet place to sit and rest. 

I am very tired." 
"Well," said the tree, straightening herself up as much as she could, 

"well, an old stump is good for sitting and resting Come, Boy, sit down. Sit down 
and rest." And the boy did. 
And the tree was happy. 

 
 
 

	  
	  
	  



LEAF	  TEMPLATES	  FOR	  CLOSURE	  ACTIVITY	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  



Subject/Grade: Social Studies Gr.5    Lesson #5: Taking Action – Environmental 
Sustainability       Teacher: Philip Mortley & Payton Kuster 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to Canada’s future. 
D. Taking one resource as an example, illustrate how resource use and the extraction process of 
the resource affects the environment (e.g., forests, tar sands, coal, uranium, potash). 
E. Give examples of policies and actions that contribute to sustainability (e.g., water conservation, 
informed decisions by consumers, reusing materials). 

Modified indicator: 
- Allow students the possibility to explore how 
extraction resources from the ground affects 
the environment (option for environmental 
action project) 
- Give examples of and explore actions that 
can contribute to sustainability  
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
- I understand the effects of extracting 
resources from the ground 
- I can work towards sustainability within my 
daily actions 
- I understand how sustainably can help 
improve environmental issues  
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- How can students take action and protect and 
sustain not only Canada’s environment, but also 
different environments within our world?   
 
- What are the positive and negative effects of 
extracting resources from the ground?  
 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 
 

• Contribution to group discussions and brainstorming  
• Are engaged within their Environmental Action Plan Assignment  
• Complete proposal, weekly journal, and follow through with individual action plan 
• PowerPoint presentation – all information is included, and each group member participates 

in talking and sharing their experience   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 10 min 
- Review what sustainability is, and show students following 
video  
- Introduce and go over details for upcoming Environmental 
Action Plan Project (assignment sheet attached below) 
 
Development:                                              Time: 45 min 
- Allow this time for students to pick their groups, research 
and work on their proposals due at the end of class (refer to 
assignment sheet for details) 
 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 20 min 
- Hand in the proposal to the teacher, and discuss the actions 
plans each individual is going to complete over the two week 
period  

Materials/Equipment: 
Pens/pencils, paper, tablets, 
computer,  
 
Management Strategies: 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
leading discussion points, and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities during 
group work 
 
Safety Considerations: 
- Space awareness  
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Based on some students writing 
level they may need to assistance 
in writing out entries, or we could 
allow them to discuss their findings 
verbally based on what they 
learned 
- allow students to use other form 
than PowerPoint, such as Prezi  
 
 
 
 



Environmental Action-Learning Group Project 
 

Assignment Outline: 
 
This is a team project that will allow students to meaningfully explore 
environmental Canadian and worldwide issues, and engage students in taking 
actions to of interest to help sustain and protect these environments.  
 
You & your team will choose an environmental issue that is important and 
valuable to them. There are a wide variety of options for the type of topics that 
you may choose: it can be anywhere from local to global, personal to societal, or 
specific to Canada or another country. After selecting a topic, each member will 
individually select an action they can take within their own lives to positively 
benefit or help sustain this issue. You are encouraged to research ways you can 
take action to help prevent these issues! Students will be expected to follow 
through with their actions for a two week period, starting the day after your group 
proposal in approved. 
 
For Example: 
Ex. #1). - A group chooses to conserve water usage. 
- Each member can then choose to either take 2 minute showers, or refrain from 
using plastic water bottles, or join an online movement to preserve water, or 
make sure your family only runs the dishwasher and laundry machine with full 
loads, etc. 
Ex. #2) – A group chooses the bee decline 
- Each member can then choose to only use/purchase organic honey, visit a local 
bee farm, encourage their family to buy local food as much as possible, only use 
products (such as shampoos, and soups) that do not contain chemicals that 
harm bee environments, etc. 
 

**You will select your own groups of 4 people** 
 
Each group must summit the following information: 
 
1. Environmental Action Project Proposal: as a group, you will write out (in jot 
note form) and hand in a brief proposal of the action project you would like to 
work on. As a group, you will get 5 minutes with the teacher to present the ideas 
you have talked about and the possibilities you have decided to further explore.  
  

The handed in proposal must include the following: 
● Group name & member names 
● The title of your project, and the chosen environmental issue you have 

selected 
● The action plan each member is going to take during the 2 week period 
● Why the issues is important to your group 
● How each individual member plans to achieve their action plan 



2. Reflection Journal: Each member of the group is required to write in a journal 
over each day of their two-week action plan experience. Entries can be in point 
form, offering brief descriptions of happened this day. These will be handed in 
and assessed on the day the PowerPoint presentation is due. 
 
3. PowerPoint Presentation: as a group, following the completion your 2 week 
action plan, you will be given one-two class periods to put together a PowerPoint 
presentation you will present to the class about your environmental action 
learning plan experience. Presentations should be anywhere from 10-15 minutes. 
 

The PowerPoint presentation must include the following: 
● Group name & member names 
● Title page 
● What area of the world this issue affects  
● Why the issues is important to your group 
● A detailed explanation of the action plan each student selected to due 

during the two week period (success you had, difficulties you faced, new 
information, if you will continue your actions in the future, etc.) 

● Pictures of your experience! 
 

**One group mark will be given for this project** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 4: Additional Teacher Reference / Background Information 
Sheet 

 
 

- Students will be able to value the importance of looking after the 
environment within Canada and the world 

- In this specific lesson, students are expected to select their topic, write out 
their proposal and confirm their selection with the teacher. 

- After this lesson, it is expected that students receive one more class 
period (60 minutes) to research their individual action project, and finalize 
their plan. The two-week period will began the following day 

- Once the two-week period is up, students will receive another one to two 
class periods to work on creating and finalizing their group PowerPoint 
presentation.  

- The next two classes following this will be dedicated to each group 
presenting.  

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Unit Plan: Final Reflection 

 Our reason for choosing to create an environmental unit had to do with our 

belief that the worlds is a valuable place and if we do not take care of it, then it 

will not be a great place to live on in the future. This belief led Payton and I to 

create a unit that discussed how renewable and non-renewable recourses play a 

role in the topic of environmentalism. Furthermore, in this unit we made 

discussions where students would have an opportunity to talk about places that 

are in an environmental state of turmoil. Also, we created lessons in the unit that 

advocate for students to take action in protecting the environment. 

 Making this lesson gave Payton and me the opportunity to learn more 

about environmentalism. Our new knowledge on the topic have further inspired 

us to teach more about the subject in the future. As well the unit we made will be 

a useful tool for teaching on the topic. Furthermore, we have come to the 

conclusion that this lesson will be adaptable to other grades and lessons, which 

will help us discuss the important topic of environmental protection in Canada 

and the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
STAGE	  #1:	  IDENTIFY	  DESIRED	  LEARNING	  RESULTS	  (Begin	  with	  the	  

End	  in	  Mind)	  
What	  will	  students	  know,	  understand	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do?	  

 
1. Outcomes:  

RW5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the 
environment to Canada’s future. 

 
2. Concept Map: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Essential Questions: 

How can students take action and protect and sustain not only Canada’s 
environment, but also different environments within our world?   

 
STAGE	  #2:	  DETERMINE	  EVIDENCE	  OF	  LEARNING	  (Assessment	  &	  

Evaluation)	  
How	  will	  students	  &	  teachers	  know	  if	  the	  learning	  outcome	  has	  been	  achieved?	  

	  
	  

Outcomes	  (Students	  need	  to	  know)	  
What	  a	  student	  is	  expected	  to	  know,	  

understand	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do.	  

Indicators	  (Students	  are	  able	  to	  do)	  	  
Ways	  that	  students	  demonstrate	  their	  learning	  of	  an	  outcome;	  

think	  ‘verb’;	  tells	  the	  story	  of	  outcome.	  	  
	  
RW5.1 Explain the importance of 
sustainable management of the 
environment to Canada’s future. 
	  
	  
	  

 
a Differentiate between renewable resources (e.g., 

forests, fish, water) and non-renewable resources 
(e.g., oil, minerals). 

b Create an inventory of current non-sustainable 
practices (e.g., presence of plastics, packaging, 
dumping of waste into river systems). 

c List the possible consequences of non-sustainable 
practices related to the use of resources (e.g., 
lack of resources for future generations, 
endangered species, climate change). 

d Taking one resource as an example, illustrate how 

FRAMEWORK	  FOR	  BACKWARDS	  DESIGN	  	  
UNIT	  PLANNING	  



resource use and the extraction process of the 
resource affects the environment (e.g., forests, 
tar sands, coal, uranium, potash). 

e Give examples of policies and actions that contribute    
           to sustainability (e.g., water conservation,  
           informed decisions by consumers, reusing  
           materials). 
 

 
 

Teacher Resources 
(reference materials to build background knowledge) 

 
- Lesson adapted from J. Turbuck 
 
- http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/energy/site/EIZGame4.asp 
 
- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy 
 
- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_%28economics%29 
 
- http://study.com/academy/lesson/renewable-non-renewable-resources-
definition-differences.html 
 
- http://www.investopedia.com/terms/n/nonrenewableresource.asp 
 
- http://study.com/academy/lesson/renewable-non-renewable-resources-
definition-differences.html 
 
- http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/35C1809B-B30D-450E-AE7C-
1F399C7CA5AF/155278/TheGivingTreePoem.pdf 
 

Student Resources   
(books, websites, magazines, artifacts) 

 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av24fEMhDoU 
 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABv631t1OKI 
 
-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5-hzJrW2n0 
 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niZ_cvu9Fts 
	  
	  
	  
 


