
 
 

Subject/Grade: Drama Gr.7     Lesson Title: The Power of Place in Drama 
Teacher: Payton Kuster 

Intro: This lesson is designed to let students explore the value of place in drama. The activities will allow 
students to reflect and represent how their own values and beliefs are reflected within their drama 
experiences, and analyze how others values and beliefs are expressed through their peer’s work. 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators:  
 
CP7.6 Expresses ideas about the importance of place in drama and/or collection creation 
A. Use inquiry in drama to extend understanding about the importance of place in peoples’ lives: 
B. Collaborate with others to manipulate tension, focus, contract, and symbol to express ideas 
about the importance of place in peoples’ lives. 
CR7.3 Examines and describes how art expressions of various times and places reflect diverse 
values and beliefs 
B. Examine own and peers’ work as expressions of unique experiences, and personal values and 
beliefs, created within a particular time and place. 

Modified indicator: 
- Learn about the importance of place in 
people’s lives 
- In a group, express the importance of place 
in people’s lives 
- Examine how one’s personal values, 
experiences, and beliefs influence one’s 
expression of a specific time and place 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
- I understand the importance of place in 
people’s lives 
- I am able to express through drama the 
importance of place in my life 
- I appreciate how my personal values, 
beliefs, and experiences influence the way I 
express my understandings of time and place 
- I understand that a place can have a 
different, yet valuable meaning to everyone 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
How is place important to your life? 
 
How do your own personal values, beliefs, and 
experiences influence your ideas of place? 
 
How can you express your idea of place through 
drama? 
 
How does preforming and exploring the concept of 
place through drama enhance your overall 
understanding of place have different significance 
to different people? 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

• Contribution to group discussions  
• Are actively engaged within each activity  
• Listen to directions and follow guidelines efficiently   
• Express themselves through Drama to the best of their ability  
• Complete reflection questions at the end of the lesson 



 
Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 15 min 
-Mindfield: everyone stands in a circle and places any objects 
they can find that aren’t breakable or sharp (ie. Shoe, books, 
backpacks etc.) into the center. Spread the objects out so the 
whole center space is evenly covered. Find a volunteer and 
have them close their eyes. The rest of the group, using their 
voices, tries to navigate this volunteer to a point directly 
across the circle from where they began. If the volunteer 
touches any of the objects during the navigation, BAMM they 
are out! You, the leader, watch for the fatal contact. All 
participants are trying to lead the volunteer at once, that’s 
what makes it challenging. They may not speak to each other 
or designate one speaker. They cannot call the volunteer by 
name. They must power through the chaos and lead the 
volunteer together. 
- Stop, go, jump, clap: Students walk around the space and 
respond to orders ‘stop’, ‘go’, ‘jump’, ‘clap’. Then the orders 
are reversed so that stop=go, go=stop, jump=clap, and clap= 
jump. 
Development:                                              Time: 40 min 
- Guided Tour: Pair up students. Have students think of a 
place that is special to them, or has significant meaning. 
Then, each student will have 5 minutes to take their partner 
on a guided tour of their significant place, giving them specific 
details and perhaps memories of what happened at these 
locations. The pairs will then switch roles. After, have a brief 
discussion if the students think anyone in the room had the 
same place as them. This will reinforce the idea that places 
have different values in different people’s lives. 
- Exploring Saskatchewan Places: break students into groups 
of roughly 5. Give students 15 minutes to plan a 1 minute 
presentation in which they brainstorm a specific place in 
Saskatchewan and have to act it out in front of the class 
without giving away the name of their designated place. - 
Each of the 5 groups preforms their Saskatchewan Place for 
roughly 1 min, and afterwards students try to guess what 
place the group was attempting to express 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 5 min 
- Exit slip: students will have 5 minutes to reflect on the 
following questions and hand it in to once completed 
       1. How do your own personal values, beliefs, and    
       experiences influence your ideas of place? 
       2. After completing these activities, do you find it  
       valuable to express the importance of special places to  
       you through drama? Why or why not? 

Materials/Equipment: 
 
- Pens/pencils, paper 
 
Management Strategies: 
 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are brainstorming, 
discussion points, preforming and 
ensuring everyone is participating 
to the best of their abilities and 
respecting their classmates 
 
Safety Considerations: 
 
- Self, peer, and space awareness 
to avoid crashes 
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 
- The time length of each activity  
- The numbers of students in each 
group  
- For Mindfield, you could have two 
or more smaller circles going all at 
once, based on your class numbers 
to increase participation 
 
Resources used: 
- Book: Structuring Drama Work 
(3rd edition) by Jonothan Neelands 
and Tony Goode 
- Book: Theatre for Community, 
Conflict, and Dialogue by Michael 
Rohd (Foreward by Doug 
Paterson) 

Stage 4: Reflection 

*This section is completed after each lesson* 

 


