
 
 

Subject/Grade: Gr. 8 Arts Education       Lesson Title: Aboriginal Dot Art 
Teacher: Payton Kuster 

Intro: This lesson teaches the importance and value of worldviews in art. Students will have the opportunity 
to learn about and explore art from Indigenous Australian cultures. This lesson plan is designed to take place 
over roughly 3 art education periods. 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s)/Treaty Outcomes and Indicators: 
Outcome:  
CR8.3 Investigate and identify how arts expressions can reflect diverse worldviews.  
A. Discuss and describe the meaning of worldview. 
B. Describe how diverse worldviews may be represented in the arts. 

Modified indicator: 
 
- Explain what a worldview  
- Explain and show examples of how 
worldviews are represented in art 
 
Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
- I understand what a worldview is 
- I understand how worldviews are expressed 
in arts 
- I can create my own art piece that 
expresses worldviews 
- I understand the cultural significance of 
Aboriginal Dot Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
- What is a worldview? 
 
- How are worldviews expressed in the arts? 
 
- How does Aboriginal Dot Art reflect a worldview? 
 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 
 

- Rubric (attached below) to assess final art piece 
- How they present and explain their final piece to the class 
- Art journal reflection question  

 
 
 



 
Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):         Time: 20 min 
 
- Show students examples of Aboriginal Dot Art while 
providing back group knowledge on the art. Explain how this 
art is created by the indigenous peoples of Australia to 
represent native tales and myths of creation. Traditional 
colours used are yellow, brown, red, and white to represent 
the sun, soil, desert and clouds 
- Read to the class “Giant Kangaroo” as an example of a 
myth that inspired Dot Art 
- Go over the step students will take in order to make their 
dot art (Found here: 
http://www.elizabethreoch.com/aboriginal-art-lesson-plan-dot-
art/ ) 
 
Development (over 2-3 class periods):           Time: 60 min 
- Now students will create their own Dot Art! 
- Give students the option to take this online quiz 
http://www.allthetests.com/quiz29/quiz/1311275508/What-
spirit-animal-are-you to determine their spirit animal! 
- They will then find a picture of their spirit animal to 
reference, and can choose to use this animal for their dot art 
- Students will then begin creating and completing their own 
Dot Art! 
 
Learning Closure:                                            Time: 40 min 
- Students present their Dot Art to the class and explain why 
they selected it and what their shapes represent 
- In their art journals, respond to the following prompt: How 
are Australian Indigenous worldviews represented through 
Dot Art? 
 

Materials/Equipment: 
- Paper, wooden shish kebab sticks 
and q-tips (to form the dots), acrylic 
paint, ipads/tablets, 
computer/projector to show 
examples of dot art 
Management Strategies: 
- Walking around the room when 
the students are creating their art 
pieces; ensuring everyone is 
participating to the best of their 
abilities and respecting their 
classmates; making sure students 
are properly using the tools 
Safety Considerations: 
- The wooden shish kebab sticks 
are sharp, need to be used 
appropriately.  
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
- Other tools used to dot the art 
(such as one’s own finger, paint 
brush, sponge etc.) 
- Allow students to write a reflection 
about their piece instead of 
presenting it to the class 
Resources:  
http://www.elizabethreoch.com/abo
riginal-art-lesson-plan-dot-art/ - 
background info on dot art, and 
steps on how to successfully make 
your own! 
http://www.incredibleart.org/files/Bo
wl-rubric.htm#standardsrubric - 
rubric used to assess final product 
http://www.sacred-
texts.com/aus/mla/ - Giant 
Kangaroo story  
https://www.google.ca/search?q=a
ustralian+dot+art+examples&client
=safari&rls=en&source=lnms&tbm=
isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwinkpuOv
NLQAhXJ8YMKHWvYD64Q_AUIC
CgB&biw=1144&bih=648 - Dot Art 
examples 
 

Stage 4: Reflection 

**Completed after the lesson** 



 
 

Aboriginal Dot Art Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Myth example Story  

Giant Kangaroos 
 

Next day, the brothers changed themselves into giant kangaroos, and decided to kill Thoorkook 
and his savage dogs. They hopped about in sight of Thoorkook's camp, and, when the dogs 
scented them, they gave chase. With great bounds the kangaroos hopped away, and the dogs 
followed, but one ran faster than the rest. When it was a long way from the pack, the kangaroos 
turned, and one of them struck the dog a heavy blow with its paw, which ripped the body from head 
to tail. They then carried the body and threw it in a deep water hole. 
The kangaroos continued to hop away, and the dogs followed fast; red foam flecked their mouths 
and lolling tongues, the cruel white fangs glistened in the sun, their lean sides panted, and the 
noise of their deep, hoarse barking echoed through the bush like distant thunder. One dog again 
ran faster than the rest in this relentless chase. The kangaroos ran slower, as though they were 
growing tired, and, when the leading dog came within striking distance, they suddenly turned, and, 
with one swift stroke, ripped it from end to end. This terrible hunt continued until one by one the 
dogs were killed. 
The kangaroos again changed themselves into men and went to Thoorkook's camp to kill him. 
When he saw them approaching he seized his weapons and prepared to fight. They, however, 
made the sign of peace by placing their spears in the ground, and he did likewise. 
The elder brother then spoke to him, saying: "While we were hunting, you crawled like an adder in 
the grass and killed our children with your dogs. We have killed your dogs, and the crows are 
whitening their bones. I am now going to kill you, not as you kill children, but as men kill men, and, 
when you are dead, I will change you into a bird that will live forever in the darkness of night, and 
never see the sun." 
Thoorkook did not answer; he knew that he would have to fight for his life. Picking up his spears 
and a wooden shield, he followed Byama to a clear space in the bush where the trial of skill was to 
take place. 



 

 


